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President’s Message

T

he seasonal changes at Copake Lake are

a recurrence of that growth or the removal of nuisance

something that I will always treasure. Whether

weeds, if necessary. CLCS will also continue to work with

it is the first buds on the trees in springtime, the

the Town of Copake Highway Department regarding run

lush green lawns of summer, the crisp air in the fall or

off and additional culvert installations. Controlling road

the ice forming on the lake in winter, we are so fortunate

run-off is important for keeping sediment from reaching

to be surrounded by so much natural beauty.

the lake bottom and fostering plant and weed growth.

As fall approaches, we see the boats and docks being

Please take some time and visit our website at:

removed from the lake and reflect on the past summer

www.copakelakecs.org. It is an e-commerce website

season. We had a fairly safe boating season this year, but

where you can make your membership donation and

there were two instances where emergency personnel

buy tickets to the Summer Bash. It is a great way to stay

had to be called. Luckily there were no fatalities, but a

in touch with lake happenings in case you are unable

swimmer was injured by a PWC and a runaway boat

to be here. If you have some great pictures of the lake,

caused great concern until it finally ran out of gas on the

please send them to us. We may be able to use them in

lake. CLCS offers a boating safety course in the spring and

future newsletters or post them on the website. Your

I would urge everyone to participate (see article in this

input on the website is encouraged and appreciated.

issue on Boat Safety Course). The course is mandatory

CLCS appears to be a seasonal organization, but that

if you want to operate a PWC, but very informative to

is far from the truth. Our Board of Trustees, committee

all who participate in lake activities. Whether you fish,

members, and volunteers work all year round on behalf

swim, water ski, kayak or cruise on your pontoon boat,

of Copake Lake and our local community. There is

there is something for everyone to learn about safety

work to be done each month to keep our lake pristine

on the water.

and healthy for all of our enjoyment. I welcome the

This summer also saw the widespread growth of the

opportunity to meet everyone in our lake community.

native thin leaf pondweed. While there was excellent

Please do not hesitate to contact me or stop and say

water clarity, additional sunlight may have encouraged

hello and introduce yourself. I certainly hope you enjoy

the growth of the pondweed to nuisance levels.The Lake

the coming winter months and you stay happy, healthy

Management Committee met with our consultants and

and safe.

they have developed a plan for 2012 in hopes of avoiding

Denise Chickery, President
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CLCS 2011-2012 Committees
COMMUNICATIONS

(newsletter, signage,Web site)

Lindsay LeBrecht
Jed Luchow
Sharon Luchow
Liz Nealon

Carol Powers
Barbara Rindler
Karen Schutzer, Chairperson
Theresa Westlake

EDUCATION
Cherie Berk
Barbara Bunger
Joyce Craw, Chairperson

CLCS 2011-2012
Board Of Trustees
Berk, Cherie

Karchmer, Melissa

Bernstein, Jackie –

LeBrecht, Lindsay

Recording Secretary
Bunger, Fred

Marilyn Goldman
Liz Nealon
Edward Werfelman

Captain, Annie
Chickery, Denise –
President

FINANCE
Jackie Bernstein
Barbara Rindler
FUNDRAISING
Jackie Bernstein
Annie Captain
Colleen Closson
Eileen Faranda
Lynn Gelman
Lynne Hone
Michael Hone

Nancy Schultz, Chairperson

Craw, David
Craw, Joyce

Melissa Karchmer, Chairperson
Lindsay LeBrecht
Muriel Muldorf
Rich Pawlikowski
Debra Ruggieri			
Karen Schutzer 		
Theresa Westlake

LAKE MANAGEMENT
Rick Aluisio		 Lindsay LeBrecht
Barbara Bunger		 Jed Luchow
Fred Bunger, Chairperson Keith Schaefer
David Craw		 Jack Schultz
Joyce Craw		 Buddy Sinisi
Ernie Cutler
Jon Urban
Russ Funk
MEMBERSHIP
Dan Cohen
Barbara Rindler

Debra Ruggieri, Chairperson

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Joyce Craw, Chairperson
Jed Luchow
Ernie Cutler
Get involved with CLCS. Join any of the many committees listed above or consider applying to join the Board
of Trustees. It’s a great way to meet new people and
help your lake community. Let anyone of us know of
your interest. GET INVOLVED!
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Closson, Colleen

Luchow, Jed
Muldorf, Muriel
Nealon, Liz
Pawlikowski, Richard
Rindler, Barbara –
Treasurer
Ruggieri, Debra
Schultz, Nancy –

Cutler, Ernie
Gelman, Lynn –
Corresponding Secretary

Vice President
Schutzer, Karen
Werfelman, Edward

CLCS Newsletter Staff
Jed Luchow,
Editor-in-Chief
Sharon Luchow,
Managing Editor

Lindsay LeBrecht
Carol Powers
Barbara Rindler
Theresa Westlake

Treasurer’s Report
January 1, 2011 through October 24, 2011
Income:
Fundraising Activities
Contributions
Interest
Total Income

10,418.39
52,354.93
307.17
63,080.49

Expenses:
Operating Expenses
Lake Management

8,838.19
37,064.60

Total Expense

45,902.79

Special Thanks To Our 2011 Contributors!
Every effort is made to keep our files up to date.This list is
as of 11/1/2011 data. If you do not see your name on this
list and feel there is an error please contact CLCS by email.
Ilana Reich & Bob Agnes
Linda Senk & Dr. Scott Altman
Rick Aluiso
Robert Aluisio
Laura & Warren Amengual
Anonymous
Philip & Josephine Antico
Jay & Mona Aronstam
Ron & Kristen Axlerad
Frank & Nancy Bader
Shelly & Leonard Barham
Lenore Barr
Marion Baty
Georgetta & Edward Bento
Carl & Kathy Bergquist
Ralph & Cherie Berk
Berkshire Hills Emanuel Camps
Irving & Carole Berlin
Jackie & Stanley Bernstein
Joe & Lucy Bevacqua
Janet A. Biedermann
Michael & Sophie Bienstock
Charles & Tracy Bird
Janet Moy & Pat Bishow
A. Paul & Joan Bogaty
Michael & Kara Bohack
Stacey & Miles Braffett
Michael & Barbara Braunstein
Barry & Enid Bruck
Barbara & Fred Bunger
Richard & Arleen Carroll
Charlene Gallo Cerda
Thomas & Margaret Chadwell
Denise & Steven Chickery
Karen Lau/Peter Chudy
Colleen Closson
Monica Cohen
Ellyn & Daniel Cohen
Iris & Jerry Cohen
Paul & Lillian Cohen
Randy & Susan Cohen CohenByrne
Faith Coleman
Irene & James Connors
Thomas & Janet Cook
Arthur & Joanie Cooper
Copake Lake Boat & Ski Llc
Copake Lake Realty Corp.
Christine Corcoran-Wiswell
Kevin & Bonnie Costello
Joyce & David Craw
Bonnie Rowen &Ernie Cutler
Jerry & Anna Dabrowski
Blaise D’Ambrosio
The Lighthouse Dancers Marine
Roger & Annette Daniel

Susan & Walter Daum
Jan & Steven Dewey
Bill & Sandy Doppel
Dutch Treat
Adrian Pollack/Matt Eastwood
William & Katherine Edwards
Harry Ehrlich
Dorothy & John Evangelista
Albert & Noel Fair
Jesse & Veronica Farber
Julia B. Newton/Michael M. Feibish
John & Grace Feighery
Eric Feitelson/Lorraine Feitelson
Anthony & Annette Ferrari
Karen & Tony Ferrari
Gregg & Omaida Fishman
Ron & Alicia Flaum
Brad Jobe / Brian Ford
Belle Gross Frank
Kenneth & Madeline Freed
Sandie Olsen & John Freiman
Annette Gelfo
Lynn & Mitchell Gelman
Alfred & Concetta Genovese
Michael & Anne Gershon
Barbara & Philip Gips
Carl Ritchie/Christopher Grant
Greenrock Corporation
Philip & Ann Hauseman
David & Donna Hawley
Randall & Leslie Hight
Kevin & Kelly Hill
Judy & Wally Hill
Carolyn Glick/William Hoefft
Elsie M. Hommes
Steven Krajci/Maureen Horan
Katie & Larry House
Dale & Wendy Huber
Toni & Robert Hunter
Island Homeowners
Peter & Susan Jacobson
Philomena Jensen
Todd & Jean Jicha
Richard Kabata
Jean & Donald Kahil
Melissa & David Karchmer
Nick & Ruth Karush
Giovanna Batiaglia/Paolo Volpati
Kedra
Andrea Freshman & David Kiefer
Kim Barton/Mitchell Konsker
Witold & Krystyna Kulczynski
Diane & Michael “Chops” La Conte
James Lalime/Jane Landers
Stephen & Patricia Latzman
Irwin & Brenda Lawner

Donna & Bob Lawrence
Paul & Joan Layer
Lindsay LeBrecht
Ken & Kerry Lenihan
Kenneth & Janet Leshner
Barbara & Robert Levine
Barbara Lewis
Arthur Z. Lignowski
Diana & Vinnie Logozio
Jed & Sharon Luchow
Luigi & Hope Lupinacci
Lillian Mabille
Sonia Pilcer & Morton Makler
Bari & Lex Malas
Spiro & Marlena Malas
Joann & Bill Many
Christine (Supinski) Markowski
Helene Marshall
Barbara & Ross Mauri
Cyd & Tim McDowell
Ellen & Jack McEnerney
Michael & Joyce McGovern
Douglas & Ellen McHale
Gerald & Avis Meenagh
Robert & Jeanne Meister
Gerald & Linda Melody
Sefket Metjajic
John Joe Minella
Joel & Sari Kaplan Mittler
Barbara & Victor Mojica
Robert E. Monteleone
Fred & Julie Moran
Ed Ellien & Gayle Morgan
Eliot & Jackie Morrison
Muriel & Raymond Muldorf
Benjamin Nachbar
Robert & June Nelson
Larry & Lois Nipon
Dominick & Lisa Novielli
Teresa & Zbigniew Okula-Polak
Jennifer & Wiliam Oliveira
Sheila Moss & Morris Ordover
Anne Captain/Ulka Patel
Richard & Margaret Pawlikowski
Gary & Deborah Peck
Sharon & Robert Perlman
Niel Petersen
Stanislaw & Maria Pietrzak
Sam & Maura Pittelli
Doris & Igor Potapoff
Brian & Carol Powers
Larrison & Fran Pross
Barbara Eda-Young/Joseph Ragno
Raymond & Starr Rickman
Barbara Kaese Rindler
Barbara Robbins
Lisa & John Roberts
Geralyn Carl/Ron Rock
David & Debra Rosenfeld
Barbara Rosenthal

Eli & Judy Rosman
Buz Rosmilso
Angel & Wendy Rubet
Debra & Mark Ruggieri
Steve Sabatini
Susan & Phil Saline
Richard & Maria Scardino
Lucia Scarlato
Keith & Pelida Schaefer
Merrie & Carl Schiller
Nancy & John Schultz
Steven & Karen Schutzer
Paul & Carol Scott
Susan Senk
Suzanne Shadic
Marissa Shedd
Lois Sherman
Jim & Christine Shoaf
Paul Shumsker
Karen Page & Brian Sigler
Deena & Barry Silberman
Fred & Eloise Silverman
Liz Nealon/Seymour Simon
Mitchell & Debra Simon
Dominick & Vera Sinisi
Eric & Carol Sokol
Michael &Grace Sole
William & Maree Spampinato
Barbara & Richard Squires
Russell & Rachel Stein
Elissa & Jeffrey Steiner
Richard & Cathy Steinmuller
Andrew M. Stromberg
Bill & Randee Stypulkowski
Madeleine Miller/Carl Sumliner
Michael & Rae Ann Selig- Suydam
William G. Sweeney
Carmella & Pat Tartaglia
Lindsay & Nicole Taylor
Allen Feltman & Sarie Teichman
Kelly & Eugene Thorn
S.L.B. & Dean Tow
Deborah Silver/Joseph Towbin
Stuart & Marcia Troyetsky
Mark Vaeth
Arnold & Ann Van Deusen
John & Joyce Varvatos
Mark Wagner
James & Anne Wagner
Chris & Melissa Wallerstein
Renee & Arthur Weisbaum
Steven & Anne Weisholtz
Theresa Westlake/Dutchess
Country Realty
Michael & Jean Whitcomb
Barbara Wilkes Walton
Charles & Virginia Zabatta
Salvatore & Tina Zerbo
Douglas & Harriett Ziegler
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Annual CLCS Shoreline Clean Up

June 4, 2011 Shoreline Clean Up Day; Barry Bruck, Helen and Shelly Gross, Sophie and Michael Bienstock,
Jed Luchow, Karen Schutzer, Denise Chickery, Rich Pawlikowski, and Danny Cohen. Photo by Steven Schutzer.

O

n Saturday, June 4 (always the weekend following Memorial Day) many hardy volunteers came out early to participate in
the annual shoreline clean up of Copake Lake. Carmen Barbato donated a large dumpster that was placed at the intersection of Lakeview Road and County Route 7. The Town of Copake paid the tipping fee. Approximately 2 tons of debris was
removed from Copake Lake that morning.
Many people began their summer season by helping CLCS clean up the shoreline of debris that had accumulated over the
winter. The CLCS thanks Jon Urban of the Copake Country Club/The Greens who provided a dump truck and two willing
workers who drove up and down the roadways gathering the debris so that volunteer homeowners could concentrate on
cleaning their own locations around the lake. CLCS members Dan Cohen, Sheldon Gross, and Jed Luchow each monitored the
dumpster for one hour making sure that this dumpster was used only for lake and lakeside debris.
Among the dozens of willing participants were Jay Aronstam, Michael
Bienstock, Barry Bruck, Denise Chickery, Dan Cohen, Sheldon and Helen
Gross, Wally Hill, Ed Hilton, Ruth and
Nick Karush, Patrick Morgan Jr., Rich
Pawlikowski, Paul C. Player, Karen and
Steve Schutzer, Erik Shook, S.L.B. and
Dean Tow, Joe Towbin, Arthur Weisbaum. Our apologies to any and all
“lake cleaner uppers” whose names
may have been omitted. We will be
pleased to recognize you in our spring
issue (send us an e-mail).
Jed Luchow, Shoreline Clean
June 4, 2011 Shoreline Clean Up Day; Jed Luchow
Up Coordinator, Lake Management
and Danny Cohen in the dumpster with Shelly
Committee
Gross monitoring. Photo by Steven Schutzer.
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T

his winter, grab your snow shoes, your cross country skis,
or just your love of the outdoors and come to Copake
Country Club. 160 perfect acres of gently rolling
hills and breathtaking winter scenery awaits.
The Greens restaurant is open year round. Our fresh
and innovative menu pays homage to the local farms
we rely on for produce. The wine list, with offerings
from around the world to our own backyard, has been
carefully selected to pair with every dish we serve.
The professional waitstaff and classically trained chefs
at The Greens will make sure you have an experience
that will have you coming back again and again.
Visit the Pro Shop at Copake Country Club for all your gift
giving needs this year. But don’t forget to treat yourself. We
have a magnificent selection of golf clubs, golf bags, shoes, mens
and womens attire, hats, and more. Gift Certificates are available.

Fine Dining at Copake Country Club

The Greens

Pro Shop

518.325.0019

518.325.4338

www.copakecountryclub.com
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A Beautiful Evening…
What Could Be Better!!!

A

fter a glorious summer
day on Saturday, August

sunplaza@fairpoint.net

518-755-1532

20th, there was quite a buzz
around

Copake

Lake. As

dusk approached, many boats
started to gather on the west
side of the lake and hundreds

CLCS A

of people converged
on The
NNUAL

MEETING

Greens and on the Copake Country Club golf course. EvThe CLCS Annual Meeting was held on July 12. Many Copake Lake
eryone
wastoanxiously
anticipating
theand
upcoming
residents
attended
hear and discuss
our lake
its health.fireworks
George
Knocklein,
our
limnologist,
updated
the
community
on
the
successful
display. As there was no raffle this year, the generosity of
weed management program. Many other topics were discussed. Copake
the alake
community
reallyclarity
shoneand
through
as enough
Lake had
stellar
year of water
enjoyment
by many.money
The
dedication
hardtowork
off. The
CLCS
Marissa
was and
raised
have has
the paid
biggest
display
yet.recognized
Legion Fireworks
Shedd and Lindsay LeBrecht for their years of contribution and
outdid
themselves
with
a sensational
program
lasted
dedication
to the
organization.
Both
were presented
with anthat
engraved
20 to
minutes.
Whether
listening to the booming
planter.over
Thanks
the Lighthouse
for you
beingwere
our host.
echoes on a boat, watching the colors from the shoreline or
From
the bottom
the well
enjoying
dinnerofand
drinks on the deck at The Greens, there
to the top of the glass ...

wasn’t a bad seat in the house. Special thanks to Denise
Drilled &

Chickery, who once again coordinated
Hydrofrackedthe donations; Frank
Collucio, the owner of Legion Fireworks; and, Jon Urban from

Wells

Copake Country Club/The Greens who always allows the
fireworks to be launched from the golf course. Special thanks
to everyone who donated money to make the evening possible. Please support next year’s event so we can keep the
tradition going.

COLUMBIA COUNTY COALITION OF LAKES
Networking with other lake management teams and government
agencies is an important aspect of planning for the overall care of Copake
Lake. On October 3rd, Keith Schaefer, Helen and Sheldon Gross
attended a Columbia County Coalition of Lakes meeting. Copake Lake,
Robinson Pond, Queechy Lake, Upper and Lower Twin Lakes and
Kinderhook Lake were all represented.
Theresa Mayhew, Cornell University Cooperative Extension Columbia
County Education Center Coordinator, chaired the meeting. Guest
speakers were Scott Kishbaugh, Environmental Engineer New York State
ROUTE 9, HUDSON,
NEW YORK
12534
Dept.3572
Of Environmental
Protection Division
of Bureau
of Water
Assessment and
Management
and
J.
Pierre
Gontier,
Chair
518 851-9917 FAX 518 851-9937 of Columbia
County Environmental Management Council (EMC).
Mr. Kishbaugh and Mr. Gontier spoke on lake management and dam
maintenance responsibility. Information was shared by the various lake
management teams about the condition of their lake. Most recited a
litany of problems concerning weeds, including invasive species, as well as
dam maintenance and dealing with governmental agencies.
While not intending to minimize the challenges we have here at Copake
Lake, we came away with the distinct feeling that the CLCS is way ahead of
the game.

Carmen Barbato, Inc.

Sheldon Gross
Education Committee

Installation and
Joe Flood,
Editor’s Owner
Note: The Servicing
summer fireworks
display is NOT a Copake
of
Mass. Lic. #101
Lake Lic.
Conservation
(CLCS) event. However, CLCS supports
N.Y.
#10061 Society
Pumps

Lic. #85
allConn.
activities
that seekAnd
to enhance
the quality of life around our
Water
Hillsdale, NY
lake community.
Conditioning Systems

Septic Systems, Driveways, Backhoe Service

blacktopping
91 Leroy Ave.
Copake Lake bulldozing
Craryville,
NY 12521
(518) 325-6986
backhoe
sand - stone - gravel

(518) 325-4679

Email: ESWD@fairpoint.net
1000’ Vertical

33 Trails & Parks

$29 Mon - Fri (Non-Holiday) Lift Tickets
Summit Quad
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excavating
KENT
ROSSMAN
tennis courts

Night Skiing

2778 State route 23
hillsdale, NY 12529
TELEPHONE 518-325-3331

New Bylaws For CLCS

A Hidden Hero

In Memoriam — Sarah Leshner

S

arah Leshner passed away at 93 on August 4, 2011 in
Great Barrington, MA. Sarah and her late husband, Morris, were founders of the Copake Lake Conservation Society.
Sarah and Morris came to Copake Lake in 1969 from the
Bronx. Sarah spent her career working for the New York City
Public Schools. Following their retirement
the Leshner’s winphoto by Denise Chickery
tered in Delray Beach, Florida and summered at Copake Lake.
res of Copake
SarahLake.
was a regular at the meetings of her homeowner’s
association, President’s Estates, and at the Copake Lake Conservation Society. When it came time for fundraising Sarah
always took a leadership role. For example, in the early 1990s,
Sarah (and Morris) volunteered to hold a tag sale for CLCS.
This became much more of an undertaking than anyone had
anticipated. As the summer progressed that year, everyone
around Copake Lake dropped off items for the CLCS Tag Sale
the was
Leshner’s
basement.
Sarah
and Morris
countlessThe
t, that at
there
no Copper
Sulfate
treatment
at all spent
this summer.
trol algae
growth
and
maintain
at
least
5
feet
of
clarity
as
measured
hours recording and tagging and acknowledging the donors. by
at the clarity diminished to 6 feet. We do not know why the Lake was so
The actual Tag Sale took place on neighbor’s lawns along
leaf pondweed die-off all combined to clear the Lake water.
County Route 7; tables after tables after tables after tables.
lar algae grows on the lake bottom when the water is clear. As sunlight
Sarah
wassurface.
out there
all day
bargaining,
and
the algae
to the
During
thelong
night,supervising,
it sinks to repeat
the process
working
tirelessly
for surface
CLCS. and
Over
$5,000 was raised from
nce, it can
be scooped
off the
composted.
this event.
out the usual
infestation.
It also kepttothe
Milfoil
Thisearly
was season
only onePondweed
example of
Sarah’s commitment
CLCS
owing, but
weeds
did community.
not seem to As
cause
problems
in the
andinvasive
the Copake
Lake
plans
developed
forLake
the in
ew types that are seen in other lakes. If you see a weed that does not
ified. care of our lake and its immediate environment, Sarah’s advice
was always sought.
extends
itslevel
sincerest
condolences
to her
Kenplan is to CLCS
maintain
the lake
at least
one foot below
thesons,
spillway
until
and Mark,
her daughters-in-law,
her grandchildren,
ined onneth
the Lake
into April.
Abundant "April Showers"
on meltingand
snow
ke roseher
tenentire
inchesfamily.
in a week. The moral: hope for the best, but plan for
be drawn-down for the winter starting mid-October 2008.
As we look across the expanse of Copake Lake we know
and appreciate Sarah’s contribution to each and every one of
ere in compliance with NY State guidelines for total coliform and e-coli.
us in the past, in the present, and hopefully her inspiration will
guide us into the future.
o be few complaints this year. The lake water temperature did not get
of Trustees
arly in theCLCS
season,Board
a few fish
were found with swollen eyes and reported

AGEMENT

T

he Copake Lake Conservation Society (CLCS) has approved an updated set of bylaws this past June 2011. I
know it is difficult to get excited about bylaws, but here are
some of the major changes.
The CLCS Board is now describing its members as Trustees rather than Directors. It was felt by all that this title better fit the objectives of the organization and what we were all
trying to accomplish. Membership in the CLCS is now open
to anyone, regardless of where they live, and the membership
year has changed (see article in this issue by Nancy Schultz).
Community or association representatives are no longer
automatically members of the Board of Trustees. Candidates
for the position of Trustee are elected by the members at
the annual meeting in July. The Board of Trustees then selects
officers and committee chairpersons from among the Trustees. The responsibilities of the officers and the committee
chairpersons were updated and clarified.
The above are just a few of the changes made. While I
doubt it will be at the top of your current reading list, you
can find a copy of the bylaws on our website at: www.copakelakecs.org/CLCS_Bylaws_2011_1.pdf.
The members of the Bylaws Committee were: Joyce Craw,
Ernie Cutler (Chairperson), Jed Luchow, and Nancy Schultz.
Ernie Cutler, Chairperson
Bylaws Committee

nematode parasite, and not to be concerned.

n

eas
eate
ents

egae.

Kevin M. Hill
carpenter

14 Four Wheel Drive
Craryville, NY 12521

518-325-3662 Phone & Fax
518-821-4747 Cell
kkhill@fairpoint.net
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July 4th Tradition On Copake Lake

July 4, 2011 CLCS Boat Parade winners U.S. Navy Seals

A

long time tradition on Copake Lake has been the July 4th
Boat Parade. This year the parade fell on a sunny and
hot Monday. In keeping with tradition, the parade started
from Southwest Colony promptly at 1p.m. led by Cort and
Maria Wright. Forty-six vessels participated this year. Many
families and friends came out to join the parade in their
speedboats, row boats, PWCs, pontoon boats, and sailboats.
Other families and friends stood on their docks and on the
shorelines cheering with their whistles, horns, and flags wav-

July 4, 2010 CLCS Boat Parade winners Red, White, and Blue
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ing! This parade has always been a tradition on Copake Lake,
whether your boat carried one flag with 10 people aboard
or your vessel had 10 flags and one person aboard…it is all
about celebrating our wonderful country’s birthday as a lake
community.
The judges were last years boat parade trophy winners:
“Red, White and Blue and Crew” including Colleen Closson as Captain of the vessel; John Kading, Man in Red; John
Meszaros, Man in White; John Hauseman, Man in Blue; and,
Patrick Boyles, the USA ballerina.
This patriotic crew handed the 2010
trophy off to the 2011 winners, The
Navy Seal Team including Captain
Kevin Costello Sr., 1st Mate Bonnie
Costello, Kevin Costello Jr., Isabela
Costello,Victoria Costello, and Kevin
Costello III, proudly thanking our
men in service.
This is one Copake Lake tradition
that will be around for generations
to come and it will continue to make
wonderful memories for each and
every one of us! Come be a part of
the July 4th spirit on Copake Lake,
Wednesday, July 4th, 2012 at 1p.m.
from Southwest Colony.
Happy Birthday America!
Debra Ruggieri, CLCS Trustee

CLCS Summer Bash 2011
July 16, 2011 CLCS Summer Bash at The Greens with Diane
LaConte,Theresa Westlake, Lindsay LeBrecht, Cali Lee
Nilsson, and Kellie Nardin. Photo by Steven Schutzer.

A

nother huge success!!! The 8th annual Summer Bash was
a roaring good time. The Greens Restaurant was right
on the money again with a terrific dinner. And, the music and
good friends made the evening complete. We couldn’t have
asked for better weather! The moon and soft summer evening
air made it a delight to be outside on the deck with a cocktail.
A special thanks goes out to everyone who helped make
this event so successful - especially, Jackie Bernstein, Annie
Captain, Denise Chickery, Joyce Craw, Mike Hone, Colleen
Closson, Cherie Berk, Lynn Gelman, Debra Ruggieri, Lindsay

LeBrecht, Muriel Muldorf, Karen
Schutzer, Diane LaConte, Eileen
Faranda, Theresa Westlake and
especially Jon Urban for so generously opening up The Greens to
our event. Thanks to everyone who
came out and supported the Copake Lake Conservation Society in
this successful fundraising event.
Melissa Karchmer, Fundraising Committee
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Spearheading A Birdhouse Movement At Copake Lake

B

irds are extraordinarily skilled at building their nests; they’re
hardwired with innate design capabilities, unparalleled craftsmanship and resourcefulness. Why then is the time-honored tradition of humans making houses for them such a compulsion, and
a slightly ironic one at that? And why do birds seem to respond
so well to it? Why does the Purple Martin enjoy nesting in a
structure resembling a ski lodge, or the Nuthatch like to feed its
young in something akin to a yurt?
I approached Tom Walsh, an avid bird-watcher (or ‘birder’ as
those in the field wish to be called) and Copake weekender who,
over the past spring and summer, has installed 16 birdhouses at
the Golf Course at Copake Country Club, about these mysteries.
His thoughtful response was enlightening.
“Approximately 80 species of North American birds nest in
tree cavities,” he said. “And the profound loss of habitat through
deforestation and urban sprawl has threatened their populations.
Birdhouses serve as simulated tree holes, and were it not for the
‘interference’ of man-made structures, their numbers would be
stressed more than they already are. The Eastern Bluebird, after
calamitous population loss, has staged a remarkable come-back
due to a nationwide birdhouse campaign and the overwhelming
response it garnered.” Which is lucky for us, as it happens to be
the state bird of New York.
Mr. Walsh – who also happens to love golf – noticed some
decrepit birdhouses last winter while sledding on the back fairways with his eleven year old son Jack. They were attached to
perimeter trees and in need of attention, and the thought of
lending a hand to populate them was intriguing, as it would not
only provide visual interest to the already-stunning beauty of the
course, but help enhance the community’s appreciation for and
understanding of its feathered cohabitants. He approached Jon

Urban, the owner of CCC, who promptly gave him his blessing and some financial support to begin putting up new models. Other private donors and Taconic Valley Lawn and Garden
(which provided some of the houses at discount) also pitched
in. But Walsh would like to expand on the endeavor, an effort
that would require some extra manpower (preferably skilled),
and some additional funding for more houses. Responses for assistance from local birding groups are pending, but Walsh will
step up his requests before the next season begins.
A perusal of do it yourself websites reveals an impressive
array of house styles, all of which have been tailored to the nesting habits of particular bird species. The aforementioned Purple
Martin is a social bird, so its house can look like a condominium
complex that provides locations for a number of nests. The
Downy Woodpecker bores deep holes into tree trunks so some
recommend putting wood chips into its elongated box-like structure to further entice it. What is evident is that the proportions,
materials, and location of the house have been specifically designed for each type of bird, but nothing can guarantee they will
be inhabited at all, let alone by the bird one is trying to attract.
The end result for this season has been very good, according
to Walsh, by whose count there were: Tree Swallows in eight of
the houses; Eastern Bluebirds in six; and House Sparrows in at
least three (a famously unlikeable bird in ornithological circles
due to its nefarious nature and its penchant for unsavory activities such as terrorizing other birds and house poaching).
Mr. Walsh’s passion has the potential to become a fascinating,
interactive experience for our community. So to him I would like
to extend a sincere “Hats Off”. This story will be continued in
the spring, and we will follow it in earnest.
Chase Booth, CLCS Member

Birdhouses on Copake Country Club golf course. Photos by Chase Booth.
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A. White Throated Sparrow, B. Eastern
Bluebird, C. Downy Woodpecker, and
D. White Breasted Nuthatch.
Photos gathered by Carol Powers and
Sue Scheck.

Fundraising Committee
Needs Your Help!

The CLCS Membership
Year Has Changed!

M

embership in CLCS is granted to any individual who
makes a donation of $100 or more per membership
year. Membership provides voting rights for issues brought
forth at the Annual Meeting in July, including voting on the
slate of the Board of Trustees for the coming year. When
CLCS modified its bylaws in June of 2011, it sought to maximize the number of members who were qualified to vote at
the annual meeting.Therefore the membership year now runs
from December 1 to November 30.
Please take advantage of this new rule and join CLCS as
of December 1, 2011. You will be qualified to vote for new
Board of Trustee members at the July 2012 Annual Meeting, as
long as you are a member in good standing prior to the date
of the July meeting.
Nancy Schultz, Vice President
Bylaws Committee

I

n 2013 the Copake Lake Conservation Society will celebrate
its 40th anniversary. We are planning to make a 15 month
calendar for the 2012-2013 seasons. We are looking for pictures of scenes at Copake Lake from as far back as possible.
We’d also like to see pictures of friends and neighbors catching their first fish at Copake Lake. Please forward all pictures
to Melissa Karchmer at pumpkin4646@aol.com.

Jim Vandenburgh,
Vice-President

Bill Jennings,
President

COLUMBIA COUNTY SNO-DRIFTERS
PO Box 79, Craryville, NY 12521
518-828-1301
N.Y.S. Snowmobile Club #302
www.columbiacountysno-drifters.net

HIDDEN HEROES
One of the exciting reasons of living in Columbia County is the people. Pretty much
everyone has their personal passion, the purpose that makes their heart sing and puts
energy in their step.
You may look at someone and see an entrepreneur, a blue collar worker, a white collar
worker or whatever category you may choose. But look beyond that face and look into
their eyes, ask a couple of questions and you'll be floored as to what you may find.
Casually, I kept hearing about the Mid-Hudson Children's Museum in Poughkeepsie and
the goings on. Not being able to put picture to conversation, it went over my head. Just
slid by.
That all changed on Sunday, June 1st when I made my first visit to the Mid-Hudson
Children's Museum in Poughkeepsie. They were honoring two of Copake Lake's own Jon Urban, owner of Copake Country Club and Steven Chickery, owner of Hudson Valley
Office Furniture. Over 160 friends, neighbors and sponsors, heralded accolades for their
dedication and support to this organization.
As we all know, the youth are our future and the youth of Poughkeepsie are fortunate
to have people like Jon and Steven doing all they can to give them a brighter experience
and future. In the meantime, we'll see them enjoying their friends and families here at the
Lake, being two of our hidden heroes.

If you wish to advertise in our
next issue, please contact
Sharon Luchow at
518-325-3067 or
sharkap@aol.com

L oc al 111

111 Rt 217 Philmont NY 518 672-7801

Pictured above L. to R are Steven Chickery and
with their tokens of appreciation from th

to the
families of Ruth Silverman Benjamin, Pamela Brook, Margaret Devlin, Syl
• Home
InsuringOur sincere condolences goAuto
Van
Mackey
and
Bruce
Rowe.
The
Board of Directors is also very saddened by the passing of Elizabeth M
Farm
•
Business
your world
the wife of Vic
LifeMarchese
• Healthand mother of Melissa Karchmer. Both are involved with CLCS.
since 1946
Long-term
Care

BRAD PECK INC
Copake • 518-329-3131

www.local111.com

One of America’s “...best 25 farm-to-table restaurants”
Best Life Magazine 2009
Dinner Wednesday-Sunday /Breakfast & Brunch Sunday
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2011 CLCS Labor Day Raffle

CLCS Labor Day Raffle; left to right: Annie Captain; Debbie Ruggieri;
Muriel Muldorf; Denise Chickery. Photo by Steven Schutzer.

T

he CLCS Labor Day Raffle continues to be a wonderful
Copake Lake community event. This year the $1000 grand
prize winner was Muriel Muldorf (a Trustee of CLCS). Much
to her surprise she was delighted to have won and to be able
to “share the wealth” by donating her winnings to various
charities, friends and family. Muriel donated $250 right back
to CLCS. She also won the Adirondack chair donated by Jon
Urban from Thrifty Beverage. Next summer Muriel plans to
be sitting in the chair and reflecting on all of her amazing years
at Copake Lake, especially when friends and relatives come
to visit. Congratulations Muriel and thank you for all that you
and Ray do for the Copake Lake Conservation Society.
I would like to say thank you to all of the people who
help sell CLCS raffle tickets. We want to especially recognize
Rick Aluisio, our “special salesperson,” who year after year
continues to sell 100 plus raffle tickets for this annual event.
Thank you Rick for all the support you have given to CLCS.
We want to thank all of the members of our Board of
Trustees for both purchasing raffle tickets and for selling
raffle tickets throughout the community.

12

Copake Lake Conservation Society would like to thank
all of our local businesses for their generous contribution
of prizes for this raffle. All of these donations that are contributed towards the Labor Day raffle each year make this
event a successful fundraiser for the lake. Please continue to
support these amazing businesses!
A special thank you to Annie Captain for helping out on
the Sunday morning of the raffle (we missed Colleen Closson
this year due to a work emergency). Denise Chickery, CLCS
president, MC’d the event and Barbara Rindler, our treasurer,
was there to handle additional donations and purchases. The
raffle brought in $4800.
Thanks again to a remarkable Copake Lake community!
Deb Ruggieri, Fundraising Committee

RAFFLE!

Raffle Winners!
CONTRIBUTOR

2011 GIFT

2011 WINNER

CLCS		

$1,000 Drawing

Muriel Muldorf

Copake Country Club

Round of Golf for Two and Cart

Karen Schutzer

Copake Country Club

Round of Golf for Two and Cart

Jenn Oliveira

Catamount Ski

Two Ski Lift Tickets

Bob Aluisio

Catamount Adventure Park

Two Admission Tickets

Eileen Blank

Herringtons

$100 Gift Certificate

Alicia Murphy

Old Mill donated by Mitch & Kim Konsker

$100 Gift Card

Neil Petersen

Buddy Sinisi behalf of The Lighthouse

$100 Dollars Cash

Scott Rosenberg

Thrifty Beverage

Adirondack Chair

Muriel Muldorf

Thrifty Beverage

Bud Light Mini Frig

Vera Sinisi

Sauces ‘N Love

Case of Sauce

James Raab

Copake Lake Boat &Ski

1/2 x25ft & 1/2 x15ft boat rope

Dave Craw

Copake Lake Boat &Ski

1/2 x25ft & 1/2 x15ft boat rope

Owen McCrane

Copake Lake Boat &Ski

1/2 x25ft & 1/2 x15ft boat rope

Rick Aluisio

Buddy Sinisi behalf of The Lighthouse

Ping Golf Bag

Bob Coutant

Thrifty Beverage

Corona Bar Stool

Jeff Faranda

CLCS		

CLCS Zip up Sweatshirt

Lisa Roberts

Paragon Sports- Anita Blank

Nike Duffle Bag

Neil Petersen

Paragon Sports- Anita Blank

Ogie Duffle Bag

Maggie & RJ Waite

Taconic Valley Lawn and Garden

18lb Bag Fertilizer

Russ Funk

Passiflora		

$35 Gift Certificate

Joe Kiefer

The Greens

Brunch for Two

Cherie Berk

The Greens

Brunch for Two

Kerri Faranda

Stewarts		

$30 gift card

Bonnie Rowen

AmeriStop

$25 gift card

Jackie Wasserman

AmeriStop

$25 gift card

Denise Chickery

CLCS		

2011 CLCS T-shirt and cup

Andy Noble

IGA		

$25 Gift Card

Melissa & Eric Williamson

Domaney’s

$25 Gift Certificate

Buz Rosmilso

Domaney’s

$25 Gift Certificate

Anita Blank

B & G Liquor

Bottle of Champagne

Melissa & Eric Williamson

Dutch Treat

Breakfast for Two

Sue Webb

CLCS		

Copake Lake Book,hat,cup

Evelyn Levine

Sir Williams Angus Farm

$20 Gift Certificate

Ron & Kristen Axelrad

Four Brothers Pizza

Gift Certificate for Two Pizza’s

Buz Rosmilso
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2011 Summer Accidents On Copake Lake

T

here are a lot of similarities between driving a car and
operating a water craft. There are rules of the road on
pavement and rules of the “road” on water. There is a pecking
order on land – motorized vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians. There is a pecking order on water – motorized vessels,
sail boats, and swimmers. Even though a pedestrian has the
right-of-way over a car and the swimmer has the right-of-way
over a boat, when an accident occurs neither the pedestrian
sunplaza@fairpoint.net
nor518-755-1532
the swimmer is likely to fare well. Being
in the right is
little or no consolation to a serious injury or worse.
This past summer we had two incidents of note on Copake
Lake. Let’s take this opportunity to think about what might
have been and what we all can learn before next summer.
Over the July 4th holiday weekend, a swimmer was grazed
by a personal watercraft (PWC). The swimmer was injured,
although the injury was not life threatening. It is believed that
theOLUMBIA
PWC operatorOUNTY
was not even
aware of havingFhit AKES
someOALITION
one. Although the swimmer had the right-of-way, the swimNetworking
with to
other
lake
management
teams
government
mer
was believed
have
been
about 200
feet and
from
shore.
agencies is an important aspect of planning for the overall care of Copake
GoodOn
water
safety3rd,
practice
for the Helen
swimmer
Lake.
October
Keith Schaefer,
and would
Sheldonhave
Gross
been toa have
someone
a canoe,ofkayak
rowboat
nearby,
attended
Columbia
CountyinCoalition
Lakesor
meeting.
Copake
Lake,
Robinson
Pond, Queechy
Lake, Upper
and Lower Twin Lakes and
thus improving
the swimmer’s
visibility.
Kinderhook Lake were all represented.
The second incident involved a boat. On most vessels, inTheresa Mayhew, Cornell University Cooperative Extension Columbia
cludingEducation
PWC’s, there
is aCoordinator,
lanyard, alsochaired
knownthe
as ameeting.
kill switch.
County
Center
Guest
speakers
were connects
Scott Kishbaugh,
Environmental
Engineer
State
This “line”
the ignition
mechanism
toNew
the York
driver.
Dept.
Of
Environmental
Protection
Division
of
Bureau
of
Water
Should the driver of the vessel be thrown from the boat or

C

C

C

O L

PWC, the purpose of the kill switch is to disable the ignition
system so that the vessel will stop.
What started out as a fun time on Copake Lake, doing donuts in the boat, could have cost the driver his/her life. While
not having the lanyard connected to the driver who was doing
donuts, the driver was accidentally tossed from the boat. The
driver was extremely lucky to have been thrown far enough
away from the boat so that the driver was not run over. Everyone else on the lake was fortunate that the boat had a
built-in feature that automatically made the boat keep going
in small radius turns. Emergency personnel were called to
Copake Lake from the Copake Police Department, Craryville
Fire Department, Columbia County Sheriff’s Department, and
the Community Rescue Squad. Several areas were manned
around the lake just in case the boat broke loose from its’
course and went towards shore. Many emergency personnel
were on-hand. This all could have been easily avoided if the
simple safety precaution of the lanyard connected to the kill
switch was used. Eventually, the boat ran out of fuel. For those
of us who were around the lake that night, what a relief it was
to finally hear the engine sputter out.
In these two incidents, both the swimmer and the boat
driver were extremely lucky. The outcome of either or both
of these accidents could have easily had very different endings. Enjoy the beauty and fun of magnificent Copake Lake,
but always, always PUT SAFETY FIRST.

Assessment and Management and J. Pierre Gontier, Chair of Columbia
County Environmental Management Council (EMC).
Mr. Kishbaugh and Mr. Gontier spoke on lake management and dam
maintenance responsibility. Information was shared by the various lake
CLCS Members’ Photos
management teams about the condition of their lake. Most recited a
litany of problems concerning weeds, including invasive species, as well as
dam maintenance and dealing with
governmental
agencies.
Send
your photos
of beautiful Copake Lake and Copake Lake community events to Jed Luchow,
While not intending to minimize the
challenges
we
have
here at Copake
Editor-in-Chief, at profluchow@aol.com.
Please include: date of photo, event (if relevant),
Lake, we came away with the distinct feeling that the CLCS is way ahead of
location
of
photo,
names
of
individuals
in
photo, and name of person taking the photo.
the game.
Sheldon Gross
Education Committee

SEE YOU IN SPRING 2012!!

Rhf Marine Enterprises

KENT ROSSMAN

Septic Systems, Driveways, Backhoe Service
Copake Lake
(518) 325-6986
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91 Leroy Ave.
Craryville, NY 12521

dba

Copake Lake Boat & Ski
RUSS FUNK

Free Safe Boating Course Offered In Copake In 2012
he CLCS has arranged for a New York State Safe Boating

T

The course is designed as a comprehensive boating course,

Course to be offered on Saturday, May 19, 2012, from

teaching the fundamentals of safe boating operation. The in-

8AM to 4 PM at the Copake Town Hall. This 8 hour course

structor plans to continue instruction through lunch so please

will allow participants to obtain a safety certificate if they suc-

plan on bringing a bag lunch. There is no fee for the class. To

cessfully complete the course. According to New York State

register please call or leave a message for Joyce Craw at 845-

Law you must hold a NYS safety certificate if:

724-3359. Register early as there is a limit to the number of

• You operate a personal watercraft and are at least 14

518-755-1532

sunplaza@fairpoint.net

participants.

years of age.

Joyce Craw, Chairperson

• You wish to operate a motorboat (other than a personal

Education Committee

watercraft) and you are at least 10 years old and less than

CLCS ANNUAL MEETING

18 years old.

• If you are less than 10 years old you may operate a mo-

The
CLCS Annual Meeting was held on July 12. Many Copake Lake
torboat (non-PWC) only if someone over 18 is on board
residents attended to hear and discuss our lake and its health. George
with you.
Anyone may
operate
personal on
watercraft
if
Knocklein,
our limnologist,
updated
the acommunity
the successful
at least
18 years
old istopics
ridingwere
on the
craft Copake
and
weedsomeone
management
program.
Many other
discussed.
Lake both
had ahold
stellar
year
of
water
clarity
and
enjoyment
by
many.
The
NYS approved safety certificates.
dedication and hard work has paid off. The CLCS recognized Marissa
Shedd and Lindsay LeBrecht for their years of contribution and
dedication to the organization. Both were presented with an engraved
planter. Thanks to the Lighthouse for being our host.
From the bottom of the well
to the top of the glass ...
Drilled &
Hydrofracked

Wells

COLUMBIA COUNTY COALITION OF LAKES

Networking with other lake management teams and government
agencies is an important aspect of planning for the overall care of Copake
Lake. On October 3rd, Keith Schaefer, Helen and Sheldon Gross
attended a Columbia County Coalition of Lakes meeting. Copake Lake
Robinson Pond, Queechy Lake, Upper and Lower Twin Lakes and
Kinderhook Lake were all represented.
Theresa Mayhew, Cornell University Cooperative Extension Columbia
County Education Center Coordinator, chaired the meeting. Guest
speakers were Scott Kishbaugh, Environmental Engineer New York State
Dept. Of Environmental Protection Division of Bureau of Water
Assessment and Management and J. Pierre Gontier, Chair of Columbia
County Environmental Management Council (EMC).
Mr. Kishbaugh and Mr. Gontier spoke on lake management and dam
maintenance responsibility. Information was shared by the various lake
management teams about the condition of their lake. Most recited a
litany of problems concerning weeds, including invasive species, as well as
dam maintenance and dealing with governmental agencies.
While not intending to minimize the challenges we have here at Copake
Lake, we came away with the distinct feeling that the CLCS is way ahead o
the game.
Sheldon Gross
Education Committee

Joe Flood, Owner Installation and
Servicing of
Mass. Lic. #101
N.Y. Lic. #10061
Conn. Lic. #85

Hillsdale, NY

Pumps
And Water
Conditioning Systems

(518) 325-4679

Email: ESWD@fairpoint.net

KENT ROSSMAN

Septic Systems, Driveways, Backhoe Service
Copake Lake
(518) 325-6986

91 Leroy Ave.
Craryville, NY 12521
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2011 Copake Lake
Community News Briefs

B

oating safety course
Over the winter, when there is down time from the
lake, it is a great time to take an approved boating safety
course. Go to the New York State Parks website for scheduled classes. Take the boating course over the winter and be
ready for 2012 (or see article in this issue for spring course
on May 19, 2012 at Copake Town Hall).
Dangerous Emerald Ash Borer
What are those purple, wedge-shaped things hanging in
trees? They are traps used for early detection and boundary
marking for the Emerald Ash Borer. This Asian beetle infests
and kills North American ash species. Presently there is a
quarantine restricting the transport of any part of an ash tree.
The Emerald Ash Borer has been found as close as Catskill.
Keep your firewood local.
DEC removes Giant Hogweed
The Giant Hogweed is a Federally-listed noxious weed
that can grow to 15’ and more. Its sap can cause severe skin
and eye irritation, permanent scarring and blindness. With a
few plants found as close as Albany and Rensselaer counties,
this non-native plant is so dangerous that the DEC has a free
removal program.

Roe-Jan Community
Library Partnership

A

n informative collection of lake-related literature is now
housed in the new Roe-Jan Community Library and is
available for check-out to all Mid-Hudson Library System
cardholders. The Education Committee of the CLCS has
purchased and housed these books in the past but is now
pleased to make them accessible to all who might be interested thanks to the enthusiastic support of our library.
Current titles include:
Landscaping for Wildlife and Water Quality — how to plan
and plant a diverse natural lakeshore landscape
A Journey into a Lake — general facts about the lake habitat
as well as the details of the individual plants, birds, animals, and
insects that make their homes there
The Dock Primer — a guide to waterfront-friendly docks
The Shore Primer — a guide to a healthy waterfront
Diet For A Small Lake — guidance for lakeshore residents
and others interested in lake ecology, lake restoration, and
watershed management. Includes NY State laws and regulations.
Joyce Craw, Chairperson
Education Committee

The

BOAT CLUB *** MARINA *** RESTAURANT

DANCER’S MARINE

Buddy will be back in 2012 featuring Executive Chef, Urs Bieri, from the Elm Court
Inn and Tanglewood

(518) 325-PORT
Tree down after Hurricane Irene along Lakeview Road taken
on 9-4-11. Photo by Victor Ramon Mojica.
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351 Lakeview Road • Copake Lake, NY
PO Box 98 • Craryville, NY 12521

Communications
Committee

O

ur updated CLCS website was well received this past
season. Please remember that paying your membership

or making a donation on line is now a convenient option.
We are hoping to get a CLCS Facebook page up and running
sometime this fall. Facebook subscribers will have another
means of staying in touch with the Copake Lake Conservation Society. Please be sure to send us your current email
address, if we do not already have it.You can visit our website
www.copakelakecs.org to sign up for our email newsletters,
or email us at info@copakelakecs.org with questions or
comments of any kind. Thanks to everyone on the Communications Committee for their hard work this summer and
a special thanks to Helen and Sheldon Gross who were our

For our Copake Lake Community

IN MEMORIAM
Olga Brickwedel
Belinda Chaner
Norah Coutant
Jack Grubman
Tam Kun Ho
Leo Kuperman
Sarah Leshner (Founding Member of CLCS)
Fire Chief Bob Mauro
Rocco Varlese
Tom Wadman
Sidney West
Helen Wolfram

pioneers on the CLCS website. We look forward to seeing
you at Copake Lake.
Karen Schutzer, Chairperson
Communications Committee

Serving all your real estate needs for 28 years

Grace Post Realty, Inc.
Drinda Post

Licensed Real Estate Broker
Located 1/4 mile west of Taconic Pkwy
871 Route 23, Hollowville, NY 12530
518-851-7855 Fax 518-851-7858
See your property in the MLS,
Realtor.com & our website
www.gracepost.com
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CLCS Lake Management Report
October 2011

2011 Invasive Weeds Report:
• 55 acres of Copake Lake were treated with Reward® on May 13,
2011. There was complete control of curly leaf pondweed throughout the summer. Milfoil was knocked down, but isolated plants
reached the surface in several areas in August. The invasive weed
control strategy seems to be working very well.
• A thin leafed native pondweed: potamogeton pusillis grew strongly in July and covered 37 acres by early August. It limited boating
in several areas of the lake. Both herbicides and harvesting were
considered, but not used because the pusillis died off and was gone
before the end of August. The cause of the sudden growth is unknown, but could be a result of the exceptional clarity of the lake
from May through July.
2012 Weed Control Plans:
• It is proposed to treat nuisance weed areas (about 50 acres)
of the lake with Reward ® on May 9, 2012 to control curly leaf
pondweed and milfoil. As in 2011, the early treatment ensures that
the 14 day lake use restriction is completed before Memorial Day
weekend.
• If thin-leaf pondweed becomes a nuisance again in 2012, CLCS
Lake Management Committee will arrange for restricted area
harvesting and/or spot herbicide treatment. Final decision to take
action to control thin-leaf pondweed will be taken after a weed
survey and consultation with Dr. George Knoecklein in July.
2011 Water Clarity Report
• Clarity of Copake Lake was exceptional through the end of July.
Secchi Disc readings of over 20 feet allowed clear viewing of the lake
bottom over most of the lake. However, the algae grew strongly in
August and a copper sulfate treatment was made August 15 when
clarity neared 5 feet. Other New York lakes also experienced high
algae blooms in 2011. The cause of the algae bloom is unknown as
nutrient levels in the lake were less than normal.
• A planned treatment to control filamentous algae, which had
been a problem in 2010, was cancelled when only small patches of
filamentous algae were found.
2012 Water Clarity Plans:
• As in prior years, copper sulfate treatments are proposed for
mid-July and mid-August, but weekly lake clarity monitoring will
determine if treatment is needed or not.
2012
NYS Dept. Environmental Conservation(DEC)
permits:
• Aquatic Control Technology (Marc Bellaud) and North East
Aquatic Research (Dr. George Knoecklein) together with Dave
Craw will collaborate in renewing the permits for application of the
herbicides and copper sulfate. CLCS will seek a 5 year renewable
permit.

The Lake Management Committee: Fred Bunger, Chairperson, Rick Aluisio, Barbara Bunger, Dave Craw, Joyce Craw,
Ernie Cutler, Russ Funk, Lindsay LeBrecht, Jed Luchow,
Keith Schaefer, Jack Schultz, Buddy Sinisi, Jon Urban
18

Health Monitoring:
• Jack Schultz reported on the coliform and e-coli sample results.
The 17 areas sampled to determine swimming safety showed no
out of compliance levels for e-coli (“Almost drinking quality water”). There were areas with elevated total coliform results which
was likely due to heavy rains prior to the sampling. Dr. George
Knoecklein will cross reference historical total coliform results to
other lake measurements to see if there are useful correlations.
• Jack Schultz will coordinate health monitoring of the lake in 2012.
Lake Level and Dam:
• Keith Schaefer reported that the lake level was high during the
summer due to the exceptional rainfall this year. For the herbicide
application, no water can flow from the lake, so the dam is blocked
for two weeks after the May application. There was 6 inches of rain
during that period. Later, Hurricane Irene dumped another 6 to 7
inches. The lake level will be lowered after Columbus Day 2011 to
reduce ice damage to the shoreline. The level will be kept low until
ice is off the lake in spring 2012.
• Jon Urban and Keith Schaefer will work together to ensure compliance with DEC requirements on Dam Safety.
Stormwater and Sediment Control:
• Dave Craw and Buddy Sinisi reported on the work with the Town
of Copake to reduce sediment flowing into the lake. $10,000 was
allocated for 2011 work, but only a few drainage ditches received
culvert and stone. Less than $5000 was spent. For 2012, $15,000
will be allocated for this work. One barrier to getting the work
done is the cooperation of homeowners. Jack Schultz, Dave Craw
and Ernie Cutler will work with the various Copake Lake homeowners associations to help them improve their infrastructure to
reduce the impact on the lake.
Shoreline Concerns:
• Shoreline erosion around Copake Lake continues to be a concern
and many people lost shoreline due to the high lake level this summer. Barbara Bunger will contact Rebecca Schneider to see if she
would be able to make a presentation on lake-shore landscaping at
the CLCS annual meeting in July 2012.

2012 Lake Management Budget:
$
• Aquatic Control Technology - permits, surveys
3,500
- Reward® treatment
17,000
- thin leaf pondweed control (harvesting or herbicide) 10,000*
- 2 copper sulfate applications
9,000*
Total ACT
39,500
• North East Aquatic Research
- Lake consulting, surveys, sampling, analysis & reports 17,000
- Allocation for infrastructure improvements (Town)
16,000
- Biological water testing
2,500
- Allocation for weed disposal (if harvesting is used)
2,000
Total Lake Management Budget
$77,000
*Contingency if needed

Copake Lake Realty Corp.
Principal Broker

www.copakelakerealty.com

Lindsay LeBrecht

Available 7 days a week!

Associate Brokers

Phone: 518-325-9741
Fax: 518-325-7361
Email:
copakelakerlty@fairpoint.net

Margaret “Peggy” Rose
Carmela “Millie” DiSalvo

Salespersons

HEROES
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Kathleen “Kassie” Alnwick
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Visit Us at our New Location:
285 Lakeview Road
Craryville (Copake Lake)
New York, 12521
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:

www.copakelakecs.org

Late spring along Lakeview Road at Copake Lake (May 2011). Photo by Bill Many.
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